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Keeping power lines clear of trees and vegetation is one way we 
are able to provide the reliable service you expect. While the task 
typically requires bucket trucks and chain saws, Ameren Illinois 
recently explored an old-school method of vegetation management.

In 2019, we launched a pilot project using a “crew” of about 50 goats, 
courtesy of Goats on the Go of Litchfield, Illinois. The herd happily 
grazed on steep and rocky terrain in Hillview, Illinois, clearing small 
trees like alder and willow, invasive vegetation such as honeysuckle 
and poison ivy, and other dense brush. 

Their agility and appetites allow goats to easily clear dense 
vegetation in areas that are difficult for people or machines to access. 
That means these hungry helpers can make it easier and safer for our 
crews to access equipment for repairs and maintenance.  

We are assessing further use of goats in 2020 as an environmentally 
friendly way to help us keep the lights on for customers. 

FIGHTING HUNGER 
AT THE HOLIDAYS
In what has become an annual 
tradition, Ameren Illinois made 
the holidays a bit brighter by 
helping to feed those in need. 
A year-end donation provided 
a total of $50,000 to six food 
pantries serving customers 
across our territory. The funds 
will be used by food pantries in 
Peoria, Springfield, Champaign, 
Collinsville, East St. Louis and 
Carbondale to purchase the items 
they need to ease hunger in their 
communities. 

Have you herd? Grazing goats 
clear the way for reliability



2019 marked the second year Ameren Illinois has sponsored the Energy Innovators competition to recognize 
organizations for outstanding achievements in energy efficiency. Congratulations to our 2019 winners for their 
energy-saving accomplishments in the following categories: 

Congratulations to the 2019 Energy Innovators!

ENERGY SAVINGS NEW TECHNOLOGY COMMUNITY BENEFIT

1st Place
MasterBrands Cabinets 

(Arthur)
Village of Heyworth

Habitat for Humanity 
(Danville)

2nd Place
Brown County School 
District (Mt. Sterling)

SSM Health St. Mary’s and 
Good Samaritan (Centralia)

Senior Services Plus 
(Alton)

3rd Place
Calvary Baptist Church & 

Academy (Chillicothe)
The Principia AKA Principia 

College (Elsah)
Economic Opportunity 

Corporation (Effingham)

The top organization in each category received $5,000 to implement more energy efficiency measures. 
Second and third place winners received $1,500 and $500, respectively. 

“This year’s Energy Innovator Award recipients have demonstrated a commitment to environmental stewardship 
that is impressive and undeniable. From implementing equipment upgrades and new technology to educating 
their employees and customers about the benefits of energy efficiency, these organizations have bettered the 
communities in which we all live and work.”

~ Richard J. Mark, Ameren Illinois chairman and president

In December, the Illinois Commerce Commission 
approved Ameren Illinois’ plan for an overall $7.05 
million decrease in delivery service rates. Beginning 
in January 2020, the typical residential customer will 
save approximately $1.13 per month on the delivery 
portion of their electric bill.

In addition, thanks to a decrease in the price of 
wholesale electricity, residential customers who 

receive their electric supply from Ameren Illinois 
began paying 5 percent less in October 2019. A typical 
residential “Basic Generation Service” customer will 
see yearly savings of approximately $22.

Factoring in both rate reductions, overall monthly 
electric bills are expected to be about 20% below the 
national average.

ELECTRIC CUSTOMERS ENJOY LOWER RATES IN 2020
The New Year brings good news: Ameren Illinois residential customers are paying less for electricity. 



Whether it’s used to manufacture goods, provide 
transportation, or run computers, affordable 
energy helps drive economic growth. As a provider 
of this critical commodity, Ameren Illinois plays a 
key role in helping communities thrive and grow. 

This role became clear in 2018 when Mueller Water 
Products announced it had outgrown its aging Decatur facilities 
and was looking for a new start. Soon, offers started pouring in 
from states with aggressive tax and relocation incentives. 

Ameren Illinois joined other local leaders to put together a strong 
pitch that leveraged our reliable energy delivery system and 
competitive rates. After months of intense negotiations and 
creative deal making, the team accomplished what some thought 
would be impossible. 

In August 2019, Mueller announced that it will stay in Decatur, build 
a new $60 million state-of-the-art facility, and retain 250 foundry 
employees who are part of its existing 600-person Decatur area 
workforce. 

This is a win for Decatur and for Illinois — and just one example of 
how Ameren Illinois is working to build a solid, sustainable future 
for the Land of Lincoln. 

Energy and economic growth 
go hand in hand

BUILDING STRONGER 
COMMUNITIES
Just in time for the holidays, the City 
of Sparta received a gift from Ameren 
Illinois. We were pleased to donate 
a bucket truck to make maintenance 
and improvement projects safer and 
more efficient — including hanging 
those holiday lights! 

PIPELINE UPGRADE CREATES 
CAPACITY FOR GROWTH
A recent renovation to our natural 
gas delivery system will help pave 
the way for economic growth and 
new jobs in the LaSalle region. 

The $5.4 million project replaced 
approximately 3.25 miles of four-inch, 
high-pressure pipeline with new, 
eight-inch high-pressure pipeline 
from IL-71 and IL-251, south along 
IL-251 to just west of Tonica. The 
upgrade increases capacity and 
pressure on this segment of the line, 
as well as further down the line in 
communities like Wenona and Toluca. 

The additional energy capacity 
created by the project will support 
business and agricultural-industry 
growth in the region. 



GIFT IMPROVES 
QUALITY OF LIFE 
FOR KIDS 
A $60,000 donation to the 
Jackie Joyner-Kersee 
Foundation will help provide 
a safe haven and supervised 
recreation for at-risk children 
in East St. Louis. The funds 
will be used to offset the 
foundation’s costs for 
coordinating after-school, 
athletic, summer and Winning 
In Life programs.  

“This generous grant from 
Ameren Illinois will enable us 
to provide children with quality 
adult leadership and the tools 
to discover their value and 
reach their full potential,” says 
Founder Jackie Joyner-Kersee.

New LED lighting is helping one transportation district reduce energy costs 
while enhancing the comfort, safety and overall experience for riders.

Working with Ameren Illinois, the St. Clair County Transit District (SCCTD) 
installed high-efficiency LED lighting at all 11 of its MetroLink stations in 
Illinois. The lighting project, which included upgrading outdoor lighting 
from halogen to LED, is expected to reduce the District’s monthly power 
bills by approximately 60 percent. Adding to those savings, the Ameren 
Illinois Energy Efficiency Program provided financial incentives to help 
reduce the SCCTD’s costs of installation. 

Brighter LED bulbs will enhance safety by boosting night-time visibility for 
patrons using the Metro system and parking lots. From an environmental 
perspective, the impact of the lighting upgrades is equivalent to removing 
1.1 million pounds of carbon dioxide gas from the atmosphere.

Visit AmerenIllinoisSavings.com to learn how you can start saving with 
energy efficiency! 

Next stop: savings at St. Clair 
County MetroLink stations

Pictured (left to right): Herb Simmons, chair of the St. Clair County Transit District Board 
of Trustees; Mark Kern, chair of the St. Clair County Board; Lonnie Mosley, SCCTD board 
member; Toni Perrin, SCCTD board member; Ken Sharkey, managing director, SCCTD; 
Richard Mark, chairman and president, Ameren Illinois; Bob Snell, Pyramid Electric; and 
Patti Beck, director of communications, Bi-State Development.


